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	In the modern world, music is a significant constituent of people’s daily lives. Musicians influence many people through either the message in their songs or through various charitable activities. An influential African American musician is Akon. For the past few decades, Akon has been among the top musician across the world. The main music genres that Akon has majored in are RNB and hip hop. Akon real names are Aliaune Damala Badara. Akon Thiam was born in 1973 in St Louis, Missouri. When Akon was young, his parents moved to Senegal, an African country and moved back to the U.S while he was seven years old. Through a closer evaluation of some of the crucial sustainable projects in Africa by Akon, we understand how the musician has impacted people’s lives.
	One of the most significant works of Akon was the Konvicted album that he released in 2006. The Konvicted album showed Akon’s prowess as an RNB singer with great vocals that captured many people's attention across the world. In the Konvicted album, Akon features significant artists in the music industry, such as Eminem and Snoop Dogg. Through the album, Akon was able to top and dominate the Billboard charts for an extended period. Throughout his music career, Akon has won crucial international awards such as the Billboard award for the top artist, MTV, BET, as well as world music awards (Ahmed et al., 254). Additionally, Akon has a magnitude following on social media platforms, which has enabled him to secure vital brand ambassador roles.
	Consequently, Akon has been in the music industry for more than two decades. Based on the aforementioned aspect, the significant question that lingers in many people’s mind are, what are some of the positive impacts of Akon to the society? Being an African American artist, how has he impacted the lives of Africans? We cannot shy away from the fact that, being a prominent public figure, many people look up to Akon, his achievements as well as his contribution not only in the U.S but also in Africa (Ahmed et al., 257).
	In 2014, Akon started a foundation known as Akon Lighting Africa. The primary aim of the foundation was to collaborate with the government as well as other well-wishers towards facilitating electricity connectivity across Africa. According to the statistics gathered regarding electricity connectivity in Africa, more than 600 million people lack electricity power in their homes (Ahmed et al., 264). The data also outlined that the lack of electricity in many homes has adversely impacted socio-economic growth across the African continent. The Akon Lighting Africa program mainly prioritized 15 countries and targeted both the rural and urban settings. 
	Initially, Akon did not believe that charity organizations could work in Africa and took the initiative to start the Akon lighting Africa to encourage other well-wishers to invest and elevate African’s living standards. Akon Lighting Africa not only ensured light connectivity but also created more than 5000 employment opportunities. In Africa, the leading problem is the high unemployment rate (Ahmed et al., 258). Akon aimed at addressing the unemployment problem through the Akon lighting Africa foundation. By the end of 2016, more than 500000 households had been connected to electricity power courtesy of Akon lighting Africa foundation.
	According to Akon, sustainability was the best solution towards elevating the economic standards of Africans. In his interview with Forbes, Akon stated that despite Africans needing more charity and donations, empowerment through projects was the best way of elevating their lifestyle. An appropriate example outlining this aspect is where the Akon lighting Africa foundation was not entirely charity work but empowered Africans through the creation of employment opportunities (Boiardi et al., 4). Thus, Akon was able to demonstrate to the world that charity organization can function effectively in Africa but only when they use the empowerment approach.
	Akon is also an essential African American artist since he has funded the creation of Akon city in Senegal as well as Uganda. In 2018, Akon initiated the construction of a crypto city to improve the livelihoods of the Senegalese. In an effort to promote Akon’s efforts, the Senegal president, Macky Sall, offered 2000 acres where the construction of the crypto city was going to take place (Boiardi et al., 5). In 2020, Akon also initiated the construction of Akon crypto city in Uganda in collaboration with the local government (Boiardi et al., 4). Moreover, we cannot shy away from the fact that Akon primary aim in constructing the crypto cities was to make Africans less dependent on their government which rarely meets all their needs.
	In conclusion, Akon is a significant public figure not only in the U.S but across the world. Being an African American, he is concerned about African welfare and has established several projects to help in elevating the livelihoods of Africans. After the release of his second album known as Konvicted, showing his vocal prowess, he was able to appeal to audience across the world. Throughout his music career, he has collaborated with significant music icons such as Michael Jackson. In 2014 he started the Akon lighting Africa foundation that aimed at 15 African countries. In 2018 he started constructing a crypto city in Senegal and another city in Uganda in 2020. Akon music inspires and entertains individuals regardless of their age.
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